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1st High Level Meeting of the Africa-EU Energy Partner ship 
 

Vienna, 14/15 September 2010 
 

Summary of Conclusions  
  
The High Level Meeting of the Africa-EU Energy Partnership (AEEP) attracted more than 
300 participants, thereof more than 20 African and European Ministers, Deputy Ministers 
and Commissioners and a considerable number of high-level representatives of ministries 
responsible for energy, Regional Economic Communities, Regional Power Pools and 
Specialized Institutions as well as international organisations, private sector, civil society 
and research institutions. 

HLM Declaration 

Participants endorsed the Declaration of the First High-Level Meeting of the AEEP 
consisting of the Political Targets, the Africa-EU Renewable Energy Cooperation 
Programme (RECP), as well as the AEEP Road Map which is a living document. The 
Declaration also emphasizes the commitment to strengthen the dialogue on energy issues 
at multiple levels as well as to mobilise adequate resources for the implementation of the 
objectives of the AEEP. 

The meeting recognized that the Millennium Development Goals will only be achieved 
through improved access to modern energy services. 

AEEP Political targets to be achieved by 2020 

The meeting endorsed targets on energy access, energy security and renewable energy 
and energy efficiency. The achievement of these targets will make an important contribution 
to more ambitious African national, regional or continental objectives on energy. However, 
the joint efforts of the AEEP seek to go beyond the agreed goals. 

The endorsement of the 2020 political targets reaffirms a strong commitment to the 
Partnership and paves the way for continued successful Africa-EU energy cooperation.  

Africa-EU Renewable Energy Cooperation Programme (R ECP) 

The Africa-EU Renewable Energy Cooperation Programme was launched at the AEEP High 
Level Meeting, and will constitute one of the main pillars of the Partnership up to 2020. 
Participants welcomed the launch of the RECP as an important step towards achieving the 
2020 political targets.  

In its start-up phase, the RECP concentrates on creating an enabling environment and 
regulatory incentives for the development of renewable energy in Africa as well as on 
enhancing capacity for project preparation. 

The meeting acknowledged that the enormous potential of renewable energy in Africa can 
only be developed with adequate knowledge and technology transfer and investments.  

Participants agreed that renewable energy and energy efficiency are essential components 
in meeting the challenges of energy access and security as well as climate change. 

Participants suggested that the RECP develops a set of innovative finance instruments for 
renewable energy investments. 
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Debate on Energy Access 

On the second day, more than 200 participants discussed “Access to Energy – How to 
reach another 100 million people” in a special, moderated debate with decision makers and 
experts.  

In an open and lively discussion, participants highlighted the importance of energy access 
for economic and social development in Africa and focused their interventions on 
institutional and financial aspects (e.g. private vs. public investments, performance 
contracts and the bankability of projects). Contrasting statements provided for a multitude of 
valuable contributions on subjects such as “rural vs. urban access to energy” and “the poor 
vs. those who can spend”.  

Led by a distinguished group of African and European experts the session provided 
valuable suggestions for strategic choices in the further development of the Africa-EU 
Energy Partnership which were submitted to the Joint Experts Group (JEG) of the AEEP for 
consideration. 

Participants’ active interest and emotional engagement illustrated their commitment to 
improve the status of energy access in their respective countries. Moreover, the debate, , 
provided for new ideas in order to reach the agreed AEEP targets.  
 
Participants agreed that this innovative and participatory debate format was of high value in 
order to exchange views, provide decision makers with additional input and determine 
suggestions for the further process of the AEEP. 
 

 

 

 


